
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

 

 
SWAN RIVER PRESSSWAN RIVER PRESSSWAN RIVER PRESSSWAN RIVER PRESS    

 
“Ireland’s only publishing house  

dedicated to literature of the gothic,  
fantastic, strange, and supernatural.” 

 

 

 
 

 

CATALOGUE 202CATALOGUE 202CATALOGUE 202CATALOGUE 2024444    
Dublin, Ireland 



IIIINTRODUCTIONNTRODUCTIONNTRODUCTIONNTRODUCTION    
 

Thank you for taking the time to look at our catalogue. 

Those unfamiliar with what we do: Swan River Press is an 

independent publishing house based in Dublin, Ireland 

with a passion for supernatural literature issued in high-

quality, limited hardback editions. 

This catalogue is arranged alphabetically by author/ 

editor. On the following BOOKS IN PRINT page I’ve 

organised the listings by New Titles, Titles by Irish Writers, 
Titles by Contemporary Writers, Classic Reprints, and The 
Green Book. I’ve also included a brief Out of Print section 

for our books that are no longer available from us in any 

format. 

I will continue to update this catalogue throughout the 

year as we publish new volumes. For more immediate 

announcements, do be sure to join our mailing list.  

In the meantime, should you have any questions 

regarding our books, I’m always glad to hear from you. 

Enjoy browsing!  

 

Kind regards, 

BRIAN J. SHOWERS 

brian@swanriverpress.ie 

www.swanriverpress.ie 
 

TTTTRADE RADE RADE RADE EEEENQNQNQNQUUUUIIIIRIESRIESRIESRIES    
    

If you would like to stock Swan River Press publications, 

please contact Brian J. Showers at the above email address 

to discuss trade terms. 

Our limited hardback editions, plus issues of The Green 
Book, can be ordered directly from us and are not available 

through standard distribution channels. 

Our paperback editions are currently available directly 

from us, or through Gardners and Ingram Content Group. 
 

OOOOUR UR UR UR HHHHARDBACKARDBACKARDBACKARDBACK    EEEEDITIONSDITIONSDITIONSDITIONS    
    

All Swan River Press publications, both inside and out, are 

attractively designed with an aim towards enhancing the 

reading experience. Our hardbound limited editions 

feature durable dust jackets, printed boards, sewn binding, 

head and tail bands, and are lithographically printed on 

high-quality stock. We also like to throw in extras where 

we can, such as postcards or signed editions.    
    

OOOOUR UR UR UR PPPPAPERBACKAPERBACKAPERBACKAPERBACK    EEEEDITIONSDITIONSDITIONSDITIONS    
    

While our hardback editions remain our primary focus, we 

are reprinting in paperback selected titles from our back 

catalogue. Our paperbacks are print-on-demand and ship 

from either the United States or the United Kingdom, 

depending on the location of the reader. Each of our 

paperback editions is designed with the same care and 

attention to detail as our hardbacks.    

    

    

AAAABOUT BOUT BOUT BOUT SSSSWAN WAN WAN WAN RRRRIVER IVER IVER IVER PPPPRESSRESSRESSRESS    
    

Swan River Press is Ireland’s only independent press 

dedicated exclusively to the literature of the fantastic. 

Guided by a passion for works of the supernatural and 

strange, we are committed to producing  high-quality, 

limited hardback editions, in the order to provide fitting 

homes for these fascinating texts. We publish contem-

porary, classic, and occasionally obscure writers from 

around the world with an emphasis on Ireland’s past and 

present contributions to the genre.  

The Green Book: Writings on Irish Gothic, Supernatural 
and Fantastic Literature is our twice-yearly journal, a 

much-needed venue in which to explore and celebrate Irish 

genre literature in all its guises.  

We also occasionally run the Dublin Ghost Story 

Festival, an intimate gathering for those with a passion for 

spectral tales.    
 

PPPPRAISE FOR RAISE FOR RAISE FOR RAISE FOR SSSSWAN WAN WAN WAN RRRRIVER IVER IVER IVER PPPPRESSRESSRESSRESS    
 

“While small publishers often produce beautiful books, few 
can match those from Swan River Press.” 

 – Washington Post 
 

“Swan River Press—cutting edge of New Gothic.”  

– Joyce Carol Oates 
 

“The redoubtable Brian J. Showers [keeps] the myriad voices 
of Irish fantasy alive there in Dublin.”            

– Alan Moore 
 

“It [is] often down to small, independent, specialist presses to 
keep the candle of horror fiction flickering . . . In Dublin, the 
extraordinary Swan River Press, run by the indefatigable 
Brian J. Showers, has published new writers and revived old 
ones, often with a distinctively Irish focus.”  

– Irish Times 
 

SSSSTRANGE TRANGE TRANGE TRANGE SSSSTORIES BY TORIES BY TORIES BY TORIES BY IIIIRISH RISH RISH RISH WWWWOMENOMENOMENOMEN    
    

In 2019 we published Bending to Earth: Strange Stories by 
Irish Women, an anthology that would prove to be the 

inaugural volume of our ongoing series “Strange Stories by 

Irish Women”. In the Titles by Irish Writers section on the 

BOOKS IN PRINT page, these volumes are marked with an 

asterisk (****). 
 

UUUUNCERTAINTIESNCERTAINTIESNCERTAINTIESNCERTAINTIES    
 

Uncertainties is Swan River Press’s on-going anthology 

series featuring strange tales by contemporary writers. 

Previous volumes include contributions from Alan Moore, 

Joyce Carol Oates, Ramsey Campbell, Lisa Tuttle, B. 

Catling, and Adam L. G. Nevill. In the Titles by Con-
temporary Writers section on the BOOKS IN PRINT page, 

these volumes are marked with a double dagger (‡‡‡‡).   
 

Updated: October 2024



BBBBOOKS IN OOKS IN OOKS IN OOKS IN PPPPRINTRINTRINTRINT    
    

New Titles for 202New Titles for 202New Titles for 202New Titles for 2024444    
Grant, Helen. Atmospheric Disturbances (hbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-049-0 

Holmes, Carly. Uncertainties Vol. 7 (hbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-050-6 (‡‡‡‡) 

Lloyd Parry, Robert (ed.) Friends and Spectres (hbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-048-3 

Valentine, Mark. Lost Estates (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-782-6 

The Green Book #23 edited by Brian J. Showers (pbk) ISSN: 2009-6089 

The Green Book #24 edited by Brian J. Showers (pbk) ISSN: 2009-6089 

 

Titles by Irish WritersTitles by Irish WritersTitles by Irish WritersTitles by Irish Writers    
Cearnach, Conall. The Fatal Move and Other Stories (hbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-037-7 

Cearnach, Conall. The Fatal Move and Other Stories (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-779-6 

Croker, B. M. “Number Ninety” & Other Ghost Stories (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-753-6 (****) 

Giakaniki & Showers (eds.) Bending to Earth: Strange Stories by Irish Women (pbk)  ISBN: 978-1-78380-751-2 (****) 

Graves, Clotilde. A Vanished Hand and Others (hbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-041-4 (****) 

Graves, Clotilde. A Vanished Hand and Others (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-756-7 (****) 

Hearn, Lafcadio. Insect Literature (hbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-009-4 

Hearn, Lafcadio. Insect Literature (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-740-6 

Le Fanu, J. S. Green Tea (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-778-9 

Le Fanu, J. S. Reminiscences of a Bachelor (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-759-8 

Leland, Thomas. Longsword, Earl of Salisbury (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-757-4 

Macardle, Dorothy. Earth-Bound and Other Supernatural Tales (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-738-3 (****) 

Meade, L. T. Eyes of Terror and Other Dark Adventures (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-750-5 (****) 

Mulholland, Rosa. Not to Be Taken at Bed-Time & Other Strange Stories (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-752-9 (****) 
Russell, George William (A.E.) Selected Poems (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-762-8 

Stoker, Bram. Old Hoggen and Other Adventures (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-769-7 

Tynan, Katharine. The Death Spancel and Others (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-754-3 (****) 

Wall, Mervyn. A Flutter of Wings (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-764-2 

Wall, Mervyn. Leaves for the Burning (hbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-034-6 

 

Titles by Titles by Titles by Titles by Contemporary WritersContemporary WritersContemporary WritersContemporary Writers    
Bell, Peter. Strange Epiphanies (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-748-2 

Catling, B. Munky (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-745-1 

Clark, Stephen J. The Satyr & Other Tales (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-741-3 

Grant, Helen. Atmospheric Disturbances (hbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-049-0 

Grant, Helen. The Sea Change & Other Stories (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-758-1 

Holmes, Carly. (ed.) Uncertainties Vol. 7 (hbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-050-6 (‡‡‡‡) 

Howard, John. A Flowering Wound (hbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-027-8 

Howard, John. A Flowering Wound (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-777-2 

Howard, John. The Silver Voices (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-763-5 

Howard, John. Written by Daylight (hbk) ISBN: 978-0-9566587-8-4 

Howard, John. Written by Daylight (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-772-7 

Jarvis, Timothy J. Treatises on Dust (hbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-046-9 

Jarvis, Timothy J. Treatises on Dust (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-781-9 

Lane, Joel. The Anniversary of Never (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-749-9 

Oates, Joyce Carol. The Ruins of Contracoeur and Other Presences (hbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-040-7 

Parker, Rosalie. Sparks from the Fire (hbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-023-0 

Parker, Rosalie. Sparks from the Fire (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-776-5 

Royle, Nicholas. The Dummy & Other Uncanny Stories (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-765-9 

Rucker, Lynda E. (ed.) Uncertainties Vol. 3 (hbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-024-7 (‡‡‡‡) 

Rucker, Lynda E. Now It’s Dark (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-780-2 

Rucker, Lynda E. You’ll Know When You Get There (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-755-0 
Russell, R. B. The Dark Return of Time (hbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-001-8 



Russell, R. B. The Dark Return of Time (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-774-1 
Russell, R. B. Death Makes Strangers of Us All (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-775-8 

Russell, R. B. Ghosts (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-747-5 

Showers, Brian J. Old Albert: An Epilogue (hbk) ISBN: 978-0-9566587-4-6 

Showers, Brian J. (ed.) Uncertainties Vol. 6 (hbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-045-2 (‡‡‡‡) 

Sinclair, Iain. Agents of Oblivion (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-771-0 

Tem, Steve Rasnic. Here with the Shadows (hbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-000-1 

Tem, Steve Rasnic. Here with the Shadows (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-773-4 

Valentine, Mark. Lost Estates (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-782-6 

Valentine, Mark. Selected Stories (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-742-0 

Valentine, Mark. Seventeen Stories (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-743-7 

 

ClassicClassicClassicClassic    ReprintsReprintsReprintsReprints    
Blackwood, Algernon. The Lure of the Unknown: Essays on the Strange (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-766-6 

Boston, Lucy M. Curfew & Other Eerie Tales (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-746-8 

Hodgson, William Hope. The House on the Borderland (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-739-0 

Leiber, Fritz. The Pale Brown Thing (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-761-1 

Lloyd Parry, Robert (ed.) Friends and Spectres (hbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-048-3 

Lloyd Parry, Robert (ed.) Friends and Spectres (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-783-3 

Lloyd Parry, Robert (ed.) Ghosts of the Chit-Chat (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-744-4 

Mannin, Ethel. Lucifer and the Child (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-770-3 

Mercer, Henry C. November Night Tales (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-760-4 

 

The Green BookThe Green BookThe Green BookThe Green Book    
The Green Book 3 edited by Brian J. Showers (pbk) ISSN: 2009-6089 

The Green Book 4 edited by Brian J. Showers (pbk) ISSN: 2009-6089 

The Green Book 7 edited by Brian J. Showers (pbk) ISSN: 2009-6089 

The Green Book 8 edited by Brian J. Showers (pbk) ISSN: 2009-6089 

The Green Book 9 edited by Brian J. Showers (pbk) ISSN: 2009-6089 

The Green Book 11 edited by Brian J. Showers (pbk) ISSN: 2009-6089 

The Green Book 12 edited by Brian J. Showers (pbk) ISSN: 2009-6089 

The Green Book 13 edited by Brian J. Showers (pbk) ISSN: 2009-6089 

The Green Book 14 edited by Brian J. Showers (pbk) ISSN: 2009-6089 

The Green Book 15 edited by Brian J. Showers (pbk) ISSN: 2009-6089 

The Green Book 16 edited by Brian J. Showers (pbk) ISSN: 2009-6089 

The Green Book 17 edited by Brian J. Showers (pbk) ISSN: 2009-6089 

The Green Book 18 edited by Brian J. Showers (pbk) ISSN: 2009-6089 

The Green Book 19 edited by Brian J. Showers (pbk) ISSN: 2009-6089 

The Green Book 20 edited by Brian J. Showers (pbk) ISSN: 2009-6089 

The Green Book 21 edited by Brian J. Showers (pbk) ISSN: 2009-6089 

The Green Book 22 edited by Brian J. Showers (pbk) ISSN: 2009-6089 

The Green Book 23 edited by Brian J. Showers (pbk) ISSN: 2009-6089 

The Green Book 24 edited by Brian J. Showers (pbk) ISSN: 2009-6089 

 

Out of PrintOut of PrintOut of PrintOut of Print    
Jarvis, Timothy J. (ed.) Uncertainties Vol. 4 (hbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-031-5 (‡‡‡‡) 

Parker, Rosalie. The Old Knowledge (hbk) ISBN: 978-0-9566587-0-8 

Rockhill, Jim and Brian J. Showers (ed.) Dreams of Shadow and Smoke (hbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-003-2 

Showers, Brian J. (ed.) Uncertainties Vol. 1 (hbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-014-8 (‡‡‡‡) 

Showers, Brian J. (ed.) Uncertainties Vol. 2 (hbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-015-5 (‡‡‡‡) 

Showers, Brian J. (ed.) Uncertainties Vol. 5 (hbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-038-4 (‡‡‡‡) 

Valentine, Mark (ed.) The Far Tower: Stories for W. B. Yeats (hbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-030-8 
Valentine, Mark (ed.) The Scarlet Soul: Stories for Dorian Gray (hbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-019-3 

Wall, Mervyn. The Unfortunate Fursey (hbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-005-6 



Wall, Mervyn. The Unfortunate Fursey (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-767-3 

Wall, Mervyn. The Return of Fursey (hbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-006-3 

Wall, Mervyn. The Return of Fursey (pbk) ISBN: 978-1-78380-768-0 

The Green Book 1 edited by Brian J. Showers (pbk) ISSN: 2009-6089 

The Green Book 2 edited by Brian J. Showers (pbk) ISSN: 2009-6089 

The Green Book 5 edited by Brian J. Showers (pbk) ISSN: 2009-6089 

The Green Book 6 edited by Brian J. Showers (pbk) ISSN: 2009-6089 

The Green Book 10 edited by Brian J. Showers (pbk) ISSN: 2009-6089 
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/books/2022/06/01/michael-dirda-kafka-algernon-european/
http://suptales.blogspot.com/2022/05/the-lure-of-unknown-essays-on-strange.html
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https://www.scotsman.com/arts-and-culture/books/book-reviews-munky-b-carling-settling-world-m-john-harrison-we-all-hear-stories-dark-robert-shearman-3069861?fbclid=IwAR1WKmJWl7eiQ2Jo8_cghOMoqJX23YwPGZMUM7XaIjdpv-e-kyeJzDl6rOQ
http://suptales.blogspot.com/2020/08/munky-swan-river-press-2020-by-b.html
https://wyrdbritain.blogspot.com/2020/09/munky.html?spref=tw
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Pub. Date: June 2015 

Cover Art: Stephen J. Clark 

Retail Price: €20.00  

ISBN: 978-1-78380-741-3 (pbk) 

vii + 236  pages, 129mm x 198mm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

TTTTHE HE HE HE SSSSATYRATYRATYRATYR    
AND AND AND AND OOOOTHER THER THER THER TTTTALESALESALESALES    

    

Stephen J. ClarkStephen J. ClarkStephen J. ClarkStephen J. Clark    
 

“It was the straying that found the path direct.”  
 

– Austin Osman Spare 
 

Originally In the final throes of the Blitz, Austin Osman Spare is the only 

salvation for Marlene, an artist escaping a traumatic past. Wandering 

Southwark’s ruins she encounters Paddy Hughes, a fugitive of another kind. 

Falling under Marlene’s spell Hughes agrees to seek out her lost mentor, the 

man she calls “The Satyr”. Yet Marlene’s past will not rest as the mysterious 

Doctor Charnock pursues them, trying to capture the patient she’d once caged. 

“The Satyr” is a tale inspired by the life and ethos of sorcerer and artist Austin 

Osman Spare. 

Another three novellas of occult enchantment follow: a bookseller discovers 

that his late wife knew the Devil, in the Carpathian Mountains refugees shelter 

in a museum devoted to a forgotten author, and in Prague a portraitist must 

paint a countess whose appearance is never the same twice. 

This omnibus is comprised of The Satyr (2010) and The Bestiary of 
Communion (2011); newly illustrated, expanded, and revised. 

 

CCCCONTENTSONTENTSONTENTSONTENTS    
 

“The Satyr” 

“The Horned Tongue” 

“The Lost Reaches” 

“The Feast of the Sphinx” 

 

RRRREVIEWSEVIEWSEVIEWSEVIEWS    
 

“Reading a Stephen J. Clark story is akin to being caught inside a ritual. 
Clark is a poet of the occult who evokes that strange region of the imagination  
where dread and wonder intersect. A writer and artist with genuine vision,  

to whom the surreal is second nature.” 
  

– Adam Nevill 
 

“This book will adorn your shelves, where it will be at ease 
in shadowy converse with your copies of À Rebours,  
The Picture of Dorian Gray, The Great God Pan.” 

 

– Mark Valentine 
 

“Clark’s subtle prose, vivid and disturbing imagery, 
and the concepts he weaves into his stories make them irresistible 

to those whose senses have been jaded by more common fare.” 
 

– Black Static 
 

    

    

SSSSTEPHEN TEPHEN TEPHEN TEPHEN J.J.J.J.    CCCCLARKLARKLARKLARK was born in 

County Durham. His work has 

appeared in numerous journals and 

anthologies, having been published by 

Egaeus Press, Side Real Press, and 

Fulgur Press, among others. Regular 

collaborations with Tartarus Press 

have notably featured his cover 

illustrations for a complete series of 

Robert Aickman’s strange tales. His 

debut novel In Delirium’s Circle was 

released by Egaeus Press in 2012, 

followed in 2018 by The Feathered 
Bough, a fully illustrated second novel 

published by Zagava. 

 
 

 

 

Brian J. Showers ■ brian@swanriverpress.ie  

www.swanriverpress.ie 
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Pub. Date: October 2015 

Cover Art: Takato Yamamoto 

Retail Price: €40.00 / €20.00 

ISBN: 978-1-78380-009-4 (hbk) 

ISBN: 978-1-78380-740-6 (pbk) 

xii + 273 pages, 129mm x 198mm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

IIIINSECT NSECT NSECT NSECT LLLLITERATUREITERATUREITERATUREITERATURE    
    

Lafcadio HearnLafcadio HearnLafcadio HearnLafcadio Hearn    
 

Introduction by Anne-Sylvie Homassel 

 

“The insect-world is altogether a world of goblins and fairies.” 

 

As Lafcadio Hearn observes in his essay “Insects in Greek Poetry”, “the capacity 

to enjoy the music of insects and all that it signifies in the great poem of nature 

tells very plainly of goodness of heart, aesthetic sensibility, a perfectly healthy 

state of mind.” And to this, one might add a keen sense of wonder. 

Insect Literature collects twenty essays and stories written by Hearn, mostly in 

Japan, a land where insects were as appreciated as in ancient Greece. With a 

witty gentleness bordering on the eerie, Hearn describes in these pieces the song 

of the cricket, the spectral flight of dragon-flies, quotes the entomological haiku 

of classical Japan, and recalls Buddhist tales in which the souls of insects and 

men are never far one from the other. 

 

RRRREVIEWSEVIEWSEVIEWSEVIEWS    

 

“Reading Insect Literature was refreshing and invigorating;  
so many new interests were piqued, so many theories were sparked.  

Almost every page holds some titbit of insect life or insect symbolism  
that I had either overlooked or never come across.” 

 

 – Dublin Inquirer 

 
“[Insect Literature] is gorgeous little illustrated hardcover  

reprinting twenty essays by the Irish-Greek writer who made his name in Japan,  
where he lived and died. It’s definitely a wonderful book to dip into.” 

 

– Ellen Datlow 

 
“Something for everyone would seem to have been the guiding principle  

in putting this collection together and it works splendidly well,  
both as a showcase for Hearn’s writing and by offering us  
an insight into little known aspects of Japanese culture.” 

 

– Black Static 

 

“For Hearn, the lifelong quest for ‘other-worldliness’  

that ultimately led him to Japan was exactly the same impulse  
that drew him to the world of insects.” 

 

– Japan Times 
 

    

    

    

LLLLAFCADIO AFCADIO AFCADIO AFCADIO HHHHEARNEARNEARNEARN (1850-1904) was 

born on the Greek island of Lefkada 

and brought up in both Ireland and 

England. At nineteen he emigrated to 

the United States where he became a 

journalist. After a sojourn in the 

French West Indies, he sailed for 

Japan in 1890. Hearn wrote exten-

sively about his new homeland, its 

tales, customs, and religions, acting as 

a bridge between Japan and the 

Western world. He died in Tokyo 

where he is buried under his Japanese 

name, Koizumi Yakumo. 
 
 

 

Brian J. Showers ■ brian@swanriverpress.ie  

www.swanriverpress.ie 
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https://suptales.blogspot.com/2019/08/a-flowering-wound-review.html?fbclid=IwAR0QFuAr8BE5JUPuP-V18KfDE0qVa9FIrnOEyVY8F-doslDhZ7wLPEECXXY
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http://suptales.blogspot.co.uk/2014/08/the-silver-voices.html
http://www.hippocampuspress.com/journals/dead-reckonings?zenid=f0746a0f1e9c70fc9093f767436a8d8e
http://panreview.blogspot.ie/2014/09/the-silver-voices-by-john-howard-swan_5.html
http://ttapress.com/blackstatic/about/


 
 
 
 

 

■

http://suptales.blogspot.co.uk/2014/08/the-silver-voices.html
http://panreview.blogspot.ie/2014/09/the-silver-voices-by-john-howard-swan_5.html


 
 
 

   

Los Angeles Review 

■

■ 

http://suptales.blogspot.com/2023/09/treatises-on-dust-by-timothy-j-jarvis.html?m=1
https://bsky.app/profile/themountaingoats.bsky.social/post/3kuptcs5rks24
https://losangelesreview.org/treatises-on-dust-by-timothy-j-jarvis-review-by-victor-rees/
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https://www.facebook.com/wirelessmysterytheatre/


 (

 

■



(

 

■



 

 
 
 
 

 

 

■



 
 
 
 

αίλουροφόβος

■

https://suptales.blogspot.com/2024/08/friends-and-spectres-edited-by-robert.html
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http://www.dublininquirer.com/2016/07/12/earth-bound-by-dorothy-macardle-reviewed/
http://ttapress.com/2018/the-late-review-earth-bound/0/5/
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https://www.publishersweekly.com/978-1-78380-023-0
https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/books/the-best-horror-novel-since-dracula-and-other-scary-reads-for-halloween/2018/10/24/4a58348c-d609-11e8-83a2-d1c3da28d6b6_story.html?fbclid=IwAR29omDXEUxwZ_IRuK_sp5Z4QplLHMDST8MWfBDqKmkTdpuBXpP7lb85JT4&utm_term=.b9cf9ebc67dd
http://www.britishfantasysociety.org/reviews/sparks-from-the-fire-by-rosalie-parker/
http://www.swanriverpress.ie/oldknowledge.html
http://www.swanriverpress.ie/oldknowledge.html
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http://hellnotes.com/book-review-uncertainties-vol-4/
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http://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/books/michael-dirda-on-horror-and-specialty-presses/2014/07/02/2c56df18-fbd6-11e3-932c-0a55b81f48ce_story.html
http://ttapress.com/blackstatic/about/
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“I am writing only for my shadow . . .  
I must make myself known to him.”  

– Sadegh Hedayat 
 

“Ghost stories,” as Elizabeth Bowen observed, “are not easy to write—least easy 

now, for they involve more than they did.” But these eleven writers take up the 

challenge, each in their own way, with expert awareness of the genre’s limitless 

possibilities.  

Uncertainties is an anthology series—featuring authors from Ireland, France, 

Canada, the United States, and the United Kingdom—each exploring the 

concept of increasingly fragmented senses of reality. These types of short stories 

were termed “strange tales” by Robert Aickman, called “tales of the unexpected” 

by Roald Dahl, and known to Shakespeare’s ill-fated Prince Mamillius as 

“winter’s tales”. But these are no mere ghost stories. These tales of the uncanny 

grapple with existential epiphanies of the modern day, when otherwise familiar 

landscapes become sinister and something decidedly less than certain . . . 
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“Unfinished Business” – Ruth Barber 
 

“The Switch” – James Everington 
 

“Where Are They Now?” – Alison Moore 
 

“The Bracken Box” – Naben Ruthnum 
 

“Houses of Flesh” – Anne-Sylvie Salzman 
 

“I See Minza” – Eric Stener Carlson 
 

“Consumed as in Obsessed” – Méabh de Brún 
 

“Aisles” – B. Catling 
 

“Interference” – Stephen J. Clark 
 

“The Contagion” – L. C. von Hessen 
 

“The Sands” – A. K. Benedict 
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Iain Sinclair 
 

“How long have things been coming apart in this way??”  

– The Lure of Silence 
 

“Generally speaking the dead do not return,” pronounced Antonin Artaud. But 

the dead are permitted to visit those who welcome them. Their spectral, 

machine-made voices echo in deep tunnels under London. Voices without hosts. 

Without agency. They make their oracular pronouncements even when nobody 

is listening on the vast empty platforms of the Elizabeth Line. They have their 

codes and their secret meanings.  

Four stories starting everywhere and finishing in madness. Four 

acknowledged guides. Four tricksters. Four inspirations. Algernon Blackwood. 

Arthur Machen. J. G. Ballard. H. P. Lovecraft. They are known as “Agents of 

Oblivion”. And sometimes, in brighter light, as oblivious angels . . .   

As host, as oracle, Iain Sinclair moves through this quartet of tales, though a 

spectral London that once was, or might never have been. 

Fully illustrated by Dave McKean, this limited, hardback edition is signed by 

both the author and illustrator. 
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“Code 4: Agents of Oblivion” 

“The Lure of Silence” 

“House of Flies” 

“London Spirit” 

“At the Mountains of Madness” 
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“In his unique, sinewed style. For no-one can write  

Like Iain Sinclair on this planet, and indeed,  

While reading one detects an empirically alien view” 
  

––––    International Times 
 

“Nobody can do more with a sentence’s cadence,  

diction and imagery than Sinclair.”  

 

– Washington Post 
 

“With his lensman’s eye and his poet’s gift  

for glowing, precise language, Sinclair illuminates  

and sometimes terrifies the soul!” 
 

– Michael Moorcock 

 

    
    

    

    

    

IIIIAIN AIN AIN AIN SSSSINCLAIRINCLAIRINCLAIRINCLAIR    has lived in Hackney 

since 1968, working at a variously 

titled London project.  He has pub-

lished widely through mainstream and 

independent presses. These crimes 

have been comprehensively collected in 

a three-volume bibliography/biogra-

phy by Jeff Johnson, published by Test 

Centre Books. An early prose-poetry 

trilogy was followed by the novels 

Downriver and Radon Daughters. The 

short-story collection, Slow Chocolate 

Autopsy, was a first collaboration with 

Dave McKean. Sinclair was formerly a 

used-book dealer and never quite got 

over it. 

 
 
 

 

Brian J. Showers ■ brian@swanriverpress.ie  

www.swanriverpress.ie 



 
 
 
 

■



 
 
 
 

■

https://www.publishersweekly.com/978-1-78380-023-0
http://www.britishfantasysociety.org/reviews/sparks-from-the-fire-by-rosalie-parker/


 
 
 
 

■

http://panreview.blogspot.com/2021/03/the-death-spancel-others-by-katharine.html
http://hellnotes.com/book-review-the-death-spancel/


 
 
 
 

 

■

http://suptales.blogspot.com/2024/07/lost-estates-by-mark-valentine-swan.html


 
 
 
 

ŭ

ĕ

■

http://www.swanriverpress.ie/title_scarlet.html
http://www.swanriverpress.ie/title_scarlet.html


 
 
 
 

■

http://www.swanriverpress.ie/title_scarlet.html
http://www.swanriverpress.ie/title_scarlet.html


 

 
 
 
 

 

■



 
 
 
 

 

 

■



SWAN RIVER PRESSSWAN RIVER PRESSSWAN RIVER PRESSSWAN RIVER PRESS    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
 

 
 

 

Pub. Date: Spring 2014 

Cover Art: Jason Zerrillo 

Retail Price: €20.00  

ISSN: 2009-6089 (pbk) 

108 pages, 129mm x 198mm 

 

• 
 

    

TTTTHE HE HE HE GGGGREEN REEN REEN REEN BBBBOOK OOK OOK OOK 3333    
BBBBEALTAINE EALTAINE EALTAINE EALTAINE 2014201420142014    

    

edited by Brian J. Showersedited by Brian J. Showersedited by Brian J. Showersedited by Brian J. Showers    
    

This third issue of The Green Book, in celebration of this important year, 

features a number of essays focusing on Le Fanu and his work: Terri Neil looks 

at “The Ghost of a Hand”, which S. M. Ellis called “the most terrifying ghost 

story in the language”; Philip A. Ellisand Jim Rockhill comment on Le Fanu’s 

overlooked verse-drama Beatrice; while J. A. Mains highlights the importance 

of Herbert van Thal’s editorial contributions to Le Fanu’s legacy. We also have 

a fine essay on Lovecraft’s perceptions of Ireland and the Irish by Rob Brown, 

and of course Albert Power’s third instalment of “Towards an Irish Gothic”. 

Certainly the cover of this issue owes something to Le Fanu too, and if a 

diabolical simian doesn’t leap immediately from the steam to plague your inner 

eye, go find yourself a copy of “Green Tea”. But Jason Zerrillo’s artwork is no 

mere homage to one of Le Fanu’s most bleakly startling stories. What we have 

here on the cover is a photograph of Le Fanu’s actual tea cup from which he 

drank his own strongly brewed elixirs. With its little rooster design depicted on 

the side it looks innocent enough, doesn't it? It speaks more of the merciful 

dawn than of the solitary hours after midnight. 
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“Editor’s Note” – Brian J. Showers 

 

“The Embodiment of Sinister Agencies: 

Le Fanu and the Ghost of a Hand” – Terri Neil 

 

“Hybrids and Hyphenates:  

H. P. Lovecraft and the Irish” – Rob Brown 

 

“Some Notes on Le Fanu’s Beatrice”  

– Philip A. Ellis and Jim Rockhill 

 

“Towards an Irish Gothic: Part Three” – Albert Power 

 

“Shepherding Le Fanu: Herbert van Thal  

and the Invisible Prince” – J. A. Mains 

 

“Reviews” 

TTTTHE HE HE HE GGGGREEN REEN REEN REEN BBBBOOKOOKOOKOOK    is aimed at a 

general readership and published 

twice-yearly. It features commentaries, 

articles, and reviews on Irish Gothic, 

Supernatural and Fantastic literature. 

Certainly favourites such as Bram 

Stoker, Dorothy Macardle, and John 

Connolly will come to mind, but 

hopefully The Green Book also will 

serve as a pathway to Ireland’s other 

notable fantasists, such as Fitz-James 

O’Brien, Lafcadio Hearn, William 

Allingham, Cheiro, Lord Dunsany, 

Elizabeth Bowen, C. S. Lewis, Mervyn 

Wall, Conor McPherson . . . and this 

list is by no means exhaustive. 

It should be noted that the word 

“Irish” in the journal’s title should be 

understood as inclusive rather than 

exclusive. The Green Book will also 

feature essays on Irish themes—even if 

by non-Irish authors. We hope that 

you will find something of interest 

here, for there is much to explore. 
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The summer weather in Ireland has been beautiful, sunny and warm, atypical 

for sure. Normally our summers are more like our Novembers with “great gusts 

rattling at the windows, and wailing and thundering among our tall trees and 

ivied chimneys”—well, maybe not the tall trees or ivied chimneys part. As I re-

read Le Fanu’s Uncle Silas this summer, which was first serialised exactly 150 

years ago, from July to December 1864, I wondered not only what the weather 

might have been like that summer—Le Fanu’s chilly prose is not exactly beach-

blanket reading, though it is a page-turning thriller—but what would it have 

been like for readers to encounter this classic piece of literature for the first time 

as it unfolded in pages of the Dublin University Magazine. 

This issue, which is truly a return to Bartram-Haugh, starts with a selection 

of contemporary reviews of Uncle Silas—an attempt to gauge public reaction 

as they read the novel for the first time. By the mid-nineteenth century, Uncle 

Silas was already considered a classic. So we also have introductions to two 

popular editions by confirmed admirers of Le Fanu’s work. 
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“Editor’s Note” – Brian J. Showers 
 

“Sufficiently High Praise: Contemporary Reviews  

of Uncle Silas” – Compiled by the Editor 

 

“Who’s Afraid of ‘The Demon Lover’?: 

Ireland and the Supernatural  

in Elizabeth Bowen’s Short Fiction” – Megan Kuster 

 

“The Scarlet and the Black:  

A Curiosity in ‘Carmilla’ ” – Roger Dobson 

 

“Introduction to Uncle Silas (1926)” – M. R. James 

 

“Introduction to Uncle Silas (1940)” – Christine Longford 

 

“Towards an Irish Gothic: Part Four” – Albert Power 

 

“The Lady who Munched:  

How Carmilla Stormed the Stage” – David J. Skal 

 

“On Uncle Silas” – Jarlath Gregory 

 

“Reviews” 

 

TTTTHE HE HE HE GGGGREEN REEN REEN REEN BBBBOOKOOKOOKOOK    is aimed at a 

general readership and published 

twice-yearly. It features commentaries, 

articles, and reviews on Irish Gothic, 

Supernatural and Fantastic literature. 

Certainly favourites such as Bram 

Stoker, Dorothy Macardle, and John 

Connolly will come to mind, but 

hopefully The Green Book also will 

serve as a pathway to Ireland’s other 

notable fantasists, such as Fitz-James 

O’Brien, Lafcadio Hearn, William 

Allingham, Cheiro, Lord Dunsany, 

Elizabeth Bowen, C. S. Lewis, Mervyn 

Wall, Conor McPherson . . . and this 

list is by no means exhaustive. 

It should be noted that the word 

“Irish” in the journal’s title should be 

understood as inclusive rather than 

exclusive. The Green Book will also 

feature essays on Irish themes—even if 

by non-Irish authors. We hope that 

you will find something of interest 

here, for there is much to explore. 
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This issue is a little different than the previous ones. It started as an idea half 

in jest, but became something unexpectedly more viable. 

Those living in Ireland will know that this country is in the midst of a year-

long commemoration of a watershed event: the 1916 Easter Rising. If you 

don’t know about this event, take a moment to familiarise yourself with it. 

Suffice to say the rebellion was a major turning point in the centuries-long 

struggle for Irish independence. However, the violence that erupted in Dublin 

(and further afield) during that week in the spring of 1916 became the template 

for twentieth-century Ireland’s myriad political and social divisions over which 

much blood has been spilt, creating wounds that have not yet healed. A terrible 

beauty indeed. 
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“Editor’s Note” – Brian J. Showers 
 

“Ulster” – Rudyard Kipling 
 

“An Open Letter to Rudyard Kipling” – A.E. 
 

“On Behalf of Some Irishmen Not Followers of Tradition” – A.E. 
 

“An Extract from The Insurrection in Dublin” – James Stephens 
 

“The City” – Dorothy Macardle 
 

“Dublin” – Arthur Machen 
 

“Selections from Patches of Sunlight” – Lord Dunsany 
 

“Easter” – Dorothy Macardle 
 

“The Man with Thirty Lives:  

An Indiscreet Portrait of Herbert Moore Pim”  

– Reggie Chamberlain-King 
 

“The New Nation” – A.E. 
 

“The Spring in Ireland—1916” – James Stephens 
 

“A Reflection of Ghosts:  

The Life of Dorothy Macardle” – Peter Berresford Ellis 
 

“Sackville Street, 1917” – A.E. 
 

“Reviews” 
 
 

TTTTHE HE HE HE GGGGREEN REEN REEN REEN BBBBOOKOOKOOKOOK    is aimed at a 

general readership and published 

twice-yearly. It features commentaries, 

articles, and reviews on Irish Gothic, 

Supernatural and Fantastic literature. 

Certainly favourites such as Bram 

Stoker, Dorothy Macardle, and John 

Connolly will come to mind, but 

hopefully The Green Book also will 

serve as a pathway to Ireland’s other 

notable fantasists, such as Fitz-James 

O’Brien, Lafcadio Hearn, William 

Allingham, Cheiro, Lord Dunsany, 

Elizabeth Bowen, C. S. Lewis, Mervyn 

Wall, Conor McPherson . . . and this 

list is by no means exhaustive. 

It should be noted that the word 

“Irish” in the journal’s title should be 

understood as inclusive rather than 

exclusive. The Green Book will also 

feature essays on Irish themes—even if 

by non-Irish authors. We hope that 

you will find something of interest 

here, for there is much to explore. 
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Looking at this issue’s eclectic contents, I am struck by the richness of Ireland’s 

varied contributions to genre literature. Though a small island nation, we don’t 

exist in a hermetically sealed literary bubble. It’s an obvious thing to say, really, 

but Irish literature has such a strong sense of itself that I sometimes have to 

remind myself of its kinship with the rest of the literary world. 

During one of my expeditions to the National Library, I happened upon a 

contemporary review of E. R. Eddison’s novel The Worm Ouroboros (1922) 

written by James Stephens, author of the classic fantasy novel The Crock of 

Gold. I was thrilled at the idea—though maybe I should not have been 

surprised—that Stephens was reading other genre writers of the era. We also 

know he was an admirer of Arthur Machen, but what else had he read? So for 

this issue I decided to include Stephens’s review of Ouroboros as a reminder of 

the interconnections between genre fictions (and their writers). 
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“Editor’s Note” – Brian J. Showers 

 

“Orientomology: The Insect Literature  

of Lafcadio Hearn” – David B. Lurie 

 

“The Worm Ouroborus: A Review” – James Stephens 

 

“The Sunset of Fantasy:  

A Fragment of an Unpublished Book” – A.E. 

 

“Henry Ferris: A Bibliography” – Terri Neil 

 

“The Snake’s Pass and Lady Athlyne:  

Bram Stoker’s Hymns to a Healthy  

and Robust Future for Ireland” – Carol Senf 

 

“Reviews”  
 

TTTTHE HE HE HE GGGGREEN REEN REEN REEN BBBBOOKOOKOOKOOK    is aimed at a 

general readership and published 

twice-yearly. It features commentaries, 

articles, and reviews on Irish Gothic, 

Supernatural and Fantastic literature. 

Certainly favourites such as Bram 

Stoker, Dorothy Macardle, and John 

Connolly will come to mind, but 

hopefully The Green Book also will 

serve as a pathway to Ireland’s other 

notable fantasists, such as Fitz-James 

O’Brien, Lafcadio Hearn, William 

Allingham, Cheiro, Lord Dunsany, 

Elizabeth Bowen, C. S. Lewis, Mervyn 

Wall, Conor McPherson . . . and this 

list is by no means exhaustive. 

It should be noted that the word 

“Irish” in the journal’s title should be 

understood as inclusive rather than 

exclusive. The Green Book will also 

feature essays on Irish themes—even if 

by non-Irish authors. We hope that 

you will find something of interest 

here, for there is much to explore. 
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Twenty-five years after Lady Cynthia Asquith edited her classic anthology The 

Ghost Book (1926), she followed it up with The Second Ghost Book, a decidedly 

more modern grouping of uncanny tales written by some of the most eminent 

authors of the era: Walter de la Mare, V. S. Pritchett, and Rose Macaulay 

among others. For this second anthology Asquith also approached her close 

friend and one-time London neighbour Elizabeth Bowen, not just for a story—

the now much-anthologised “Hand in Glove”—but Asquith also requested 

that she write the introduction as well. Bowen obliged. 

By the time The Second Ghost Book was published in 1952, Bowen was 

already an established novelist, lauded for titles such as The Last September 

(1929) and The Heat of the Day (1948); both books being weighty explorations 

of relationships set against the background of war and conflict. Nonetheless, 

Bowen’s decision to make a contribution to and pen the introduction for a 

popular ghost story anthology is unsurprising. Her earliest collections are 

littered with treatments of the uncanny, perhaps culminating with the superb 

collection, The Demon Lover and Other Stories (1945). And so this issue opens 

with Bowen’s still insightful introduction to The Second Ghost Book—a treatise 

on a literary form that she no doubt took as seriously as any other. 
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“Editor’s Note” – Brian J. Showers 
 

“Introduction to The Second Ghost Book” – Elizabeth Bowen 
 

“Experience of the Cholera in Ireland 1832” – Charlotte Stocker 
 

“Mistress of the Macabre: Rosa Mulholland” – Richard Dalby 
 

“Hauntings and Haunted:  

Charlotte Riddell’s Weird Stories” – Mike Barrett 
 

“A Chronology of Mrs. Riddell’s Spectral Fiction” – Mike Barrett 
 

“Introduction to ‘The Boys’ Room’ ” – Terri Neil 
 

“The Boys’ Room” – Dorothy Macardle 
 

“The Call of the Sí: Irish Supernatural Literature and 

Folklore in the Fiction of Caitlín R. Kiernan” – James Goho 
 

“Uncanny Irish-American Relations:  

Elizabeth Bowen and Shirley Jackson”  

– Edwina Keown and Bernice M. Murphy 
 

“The Big House” – Elizabeth Bowen 
 

“Reviews”  
 

TTTTHE HE HE HE GGGGREEN REEN REEN REEN BBBBOOKOOKOOKOOK    is aimed at a 

general readership and published 

twice-yearly. It features commentaries, 

articles, and reviews on Irish Gothic, 

Supernatural and Fantastic literature. 

Certainly favourites such as Bram 

Stoker, Dorothy Macardle, and John 

Connolly will come to mind, but 

hopefully The Green Book also will 

serve as a pathway to Ireland’s other 

notable fantasists, such as Fitz-James 

O’Brien, Lafcadio Hearn, William 

Allingham, Cheiro, Lord Dunsany, 

Elizabeth Bowen, C. S. Lewis, Mervyn 

Wall, Conor McPherson . . . and this 

list is by no means exhaustive. 

It should be noted that the word 

“Irish” in the journal’s title should be 

understood as inclusive rather than 

exclusive. The Green Book will also 

feature essays on Irish themes—even if 

by non-Irish authors. We hope that 

you will find something of interest 

here, for there is much to explore. 
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Our previous issue saw a fabulous array of reminiscences of Lord Dunsany—

and also some contemporary assessments of his works—written by his Irish 

colleagues, including Yeats, Bowen, Gogarty, Tynan, A.E., and others. Issue 10 

was fascinating to assemble and the process gave me a better understanding of 

and more insight into Dunsany’s literary standing in Ireland during his 

lifetime. If you’ve not yet had a look at our Dunsany issue, and you are in any 

way interested in this important author, I urge you to track down a copy. 

The focus on Dunsany’s contemporaries in Issue 10 was an approach that 

evolved during research and production. However, during that time I also 

received a handful of modern appraisals of Dunsany and his work that I simply 

couldn’t fit into that issue. That’s why I’d like to start this instalment with just 

a bit more Dunsany. 
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“Editor’s Note” – Brian J. Showers 
 

“How Much of Dunsany Is Worth Reading?” – Darrell Schweitzer 

 

“Lord Dunsany and the Nobel Prize” – Martin Andersson 

 

“Appreciating Fifty-One Tales” – Mike Carey 

 

“Regina Maria Roche (1764-1845)” – Albert Power 

 

“B. M. Croker (1848-1920)” – Richard Dalby 

 

“Edmund Downey (1856-1937)” – Gavin Selerie 
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One of the occasional criticisms of The Green Book is that it’s far too niche. 

That the focus on Irish literature of the gothic, supernatural, and fantastic is 

too limiting a remit. I could never really understand this assertion, especially 

not now that the journal has survived twelve issues—and I’m already working 

on the next. 

In fact, I’ve found quite the opposite to be true. The more I look at the 

island of Ireland’s wide-ranging and far-reaching contributions to fantastical 

literature, the more I learn and the more I feel excited about further exploration 

as both a reader and publisher; a sentiment I hope the audience of this 

publication shares. So here is my reply to that occasional criticism: 

The first point I’d like to make is that literature of the fantastic is incredibly 

broad and covers a staggering range of authors writing in myriad different 

modes. Lafcadio Hearn and John Connolly couldn’t be more different from 

each other as prose writers, and yet they are both welcome among these pages. 

The same can be said of Lord Dunsany and Elizabeth Bowen, or of Regina 

Maria Roche and Flann O’Brien—their themes, styles, and preoccupations are 

strikingly different. But they all belong here, each a writer who has contributed 

to the genres we explore in this publication. 
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One perennial question about genre fiction centres around the notion of 

“tradition”: the influence authors and their works have on the next generation, 

and so on down the line. In posing this question, we ask whether or not an 

unbroken literary pedigree can be established. For example, an excessive 

amount of energy has been expended exploring links, both legitimate and 

spurious, between Le Fanu’s “Carmilla” (1871/2) and Stoker’s Dracula 

(1897)—and believe me, this seems to be an all-consuming pastime for some. 

But to me, Irish genre fiction has always seemed more a web of thematic 

shadows, authorial echoes, even social links, rather than a series of linear 

connections. 

Those who read the editor’s note in Issue 12 will recall our endeavour to 

serialise biographical/critical sketches of Irish writers, which commenced in 

Issue 11. These entries are the results of an on-going project tentatively called 

the Guide to Irish Writers of Gothic, Supernatural and Fantastic Fiction, edited 

by myself and Jim Rockhill.  
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We encounter and enjoy authors mostly through their writing, forgetting 

sometimes that there are personalities behind their words, some astonishingly 

well-known in their time, often now relegated to small press rediscoveries. 

With sufficient spans of years, these authors and their personalities pass out of 

memory, becoming less familiar to us as people and more so as names on title 

pages. But it is important to remember that these authors lived and worked, 

had careers and relationships; some of them died while relatively unknown, 

others were widely celebrated for their creations. With this in mind, I’ve 

decided to focus the current issue on reminiscences, interviews, and memoirs 

in hopes of summoning the shades of these writers and to show that in some 

ways their lives were not always so different from our own. 

To that end, you will find a number of texts I have been collecting these 

past few years, now nestled here comfortably beside one another. Each one, I 

hope, will give you some insight into the lives of these authors, who they were, 

and a past that is not necessarily so far distant. 
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In our previous issue, we focused on the lives of writers, featuring as we did 

reminiscences, interviews, and memoirs. For this issue I’d like to do something 

different. While we have featured occasional pieces of fiction in previous issues, 

including “Saved by a Ghost” by Bram Stoker in Issue 6 and “The Boys’ Room” 

by Dorothy Macardle in Issue 9, I’ve decided this time around to turn over the 

entire issue to fiction. 

Consider this issue a special anthology issue, and an eclectic one at that. 

There is little to tie these pieces together, save for the fact each author grew 

from the soil of the same island at the edge of Europe, which is to say they are 

all Irish by birth. Perhaps, instead, to state the obvious, one might find that 

each story reflects more so its author than any affinity with one another—and 

yet they are here between these covers. I hope most, if not all, of these stories 

will be new to you. 
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Here we are, after a brief hiatus, with the continued serialisation of the Guide 

to Irish Writers of Gothic, Supernatural and Fantastic Literature, which I am co-

editing with my long-time collaborator Jim Rockhill. (How many years has it 

been now, Jim?) 

This is a project we started work on sometime in 2017—although it’s 

something we had talked about for longer than that. Our goal is to create a 

resource for both readers and scholars, not unlike E. F. Bleiler’s Supernatural 

Fiction Writers (1985), showing the rich extent of Ireland’s contributions to 

supernatural literature and its related genres. The first entries appeared in Issue 

11, back in 2018, and continued through Issue 12 and Issue 13. In the “Editor’s 

Notes” for those issues you’ll also find more details on the background of this 

project, plus how we as editors have set about defining the criteria to guide us 

through such an enormous task. 
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As it turned out, Issue 15, which was comprised entirely of fiction, proved to 

be quite popular. So I had a look in my files to see if I could put together 

another such issue of refugee writings that did not fit elsewhere in our 

publishing schedule. 

Let the curtains rise on Oscar Wilde’s “The Harlot’s House”, first published 

in The Dramatic Review (11 April 1885), which publisher Leonard Smither’s 

notes is “not included in the edition of his collected Poems”—I assume a 

reference to the volume issued by Elkin Mathews and John Lane in 1892. 

While “The Harlot’s House” has since become available, we would like to 

present it here as Leonard Smithers had in a portfolio edition in 1904: with 

five “weirdly powerful and beautiful” drawings by Althea Gyles, known for her 

lavish cover designs for Yeats’s poetry collections, including The Secret Rose 

(1897), two covers for The Wind Among the Reeds (1899/1990), and Poems 

(1900). We will explore more fully this remarkable artist in a future issue of 

The Green Book. 
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This issue is another selection of profiles from our tentatively named Guide to 

Irish Writers of Gothic, Supernatural and Fantastic Literature. The keen-eyed 

will spot one name that might seem out of place: Harry Clarke (1889-1931). 

Clarke, of course, was not a writer, but an artist who worked in watercolour, 

pen and ink, and stained glass. As an illustrator, Clarke put his indelible mark 

on literature of the macabre and fantastic. His best-known illustrations are 

those accompanying Edgar Allan Poe’s Tales of Mystery and Imagination 

(1919/23), though his illustrations for Andersen, Perrault, and Swinburne also 

bear hallmarks of the strange. So too do goblins and grotesques leer from the 

corners of his stained glass work. 

This issue also features profiles on George Croly—whose Salathiel may well 

have borne influence on Stoker’s Dracula (see also “Who Marvels at the 

Mysteries of the Moon” in The Green Book 14)—and a much-anticipated entry 

on Fitz-James O’Brien, who is surely a pillar of Irish genre fiction; while Yeats 

and Lady Gregory invoke in their words the long shadow of the Celtic 

Twilight. As always, I hope you’ll discover writers who might be lesser known, 

like the Banims and the Barlowes, or those whose contributions to genre might 

be unexpected, such as the Longfords and Iris Murdoch. Whatever the case, I 

hope you find new and exciting avenues to explore. 

 

CCCCONTENTSONTENTSONTENTSONTENTS    
 

“Editor’s Note” – Brian J. Showers 
 

“George Croly (1780-1860)” – Paul Murray 
 

“Michael and John Banim (1796-1874/1798-1842)” 

 – James Doig 
 

“Anna Maria Hall (1800-1881)” – James Doig 
 

“James William Barlow (1826-1913)” – Jack Fennell 
 

“Fitz-James O’Brien (1828-1862)” – Richard Bleiler 
 

“Lady Gregory (1852-1932)” – James Doig 
 

“Jane Barlow (1856-1917)” – Jack Fennell 
 

“W. B. Yeats (1865-1939)” – R. B. Russell 
 

“Harry Clarke (1889-1931)” – R. B. Russell 
 

“Christine and Edward Longford (1900-1980/1902-1961)”  

– Reggie Chamberlain-King 
 

“Iris Murdoch (1919-1999)” – Miles Leeson 
 

TTTTHE HE HE HE GGGGREEN REEN REEN REEN BBBBOOKOOKOOKOOK    is aimed at a 

general readership and published 

twice-yearly. It features commentaries, 

articles, and reviews on Irish Gothic, 

Supernatural and Fantastic literature. 

Certainly favourites such as Bram 

Stoker, Dorothy Macardle, and John 

Connolly will come to mind, but 

hopefully The Green Book also will 

serve as a pathway to Ireland’s other 

notable fantasists, such as Fitz-James 

O’Brien, Lafcadio Hearn, William 

Allingham, Cheiro, Lord Dunsany, 

Elizabeth Bowen, C. S. Lewis, Mervyn 

Wall, Conor McPherson . . . and this 

list is by no means exhaustive. 

It should be noted that the word 

“Irish” in the journal’s title should be 

understood as inclusive rather than 

exclusive. The Green Book will also 

feature essays on Irish themes—even if 

by non-Irish authors. We hope that 

you will find something of interest 

here, for there is much to explore. 

 

 

Brian J. Showers ■ brian@swanriverpress.ie  

www.swanriverpress.ie 



SWAN RIVER PRESSSWAN RIVER PRESSSWAN RIVER PRESSSWAN RIVER PRESS    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
 

 
 

 

Pub. Date: Spring 2022 

Cover Art: A.E. 

Retail Price: €20.00  

ISSN: 2009-6089 (pbk) 

108 pages, 129mm x 198mm 

 

• 
 

    

TTTTHE HE HE HE GGGGREEN REEN REEN REEN BBBBOOK OOK OOK OOK 11119999    
BBBBEALTAINEEALTAINEEALTAINEEALTAINE    2020202022222222    

    

edited by Brian J. Showersedited by Brian J. Showersedited by Brian J. Showersedited by Brian J. Showers    
    

Ireland of the late nineteenth century was awash in reawakened interest in Irish 

legends and folklore, craft and custom, language and art; the men and women 

whose works would come to define the ensuing Celtic Literary Revival often 

concerned themselves with a belief in the authoritative wisdom of ancient 

traditions and mythology, and with these fervent beliefs, they propelled Ireland 

toward nationhood. That a new spiritual movement could hold such sway over 

young minds in late nineteenth-century Ireland comes as no surprise.  

Theosophy was formally established in New York in 1875. Its core tenets 

are based on the teachings of Russian émigrée Helena Blavatsky (1831-1891), 

who outlined her thoughts—as conveyed to her by spiritual adepts known as 

the Masters—in Isis Unveiled (1877) and The Secret Doctrine (1888). 

Theosophy is often not considered a religion, if only because of its broad 

acceptance and synthesis of myriad beliefs, lifestyles, and philosophies: Eastern 

religion and mysticism, Western occult tradition, yoga, vegetarianism, 

women’s rights, pacifism, and all manner of natural and supernatural sciences. 
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With this issue, we offer another ten profiles of Irish writers of gothic, 

supernatural, and fantastic fiction. The two most notable writers this issue—

and therefore lengthiest entries—are, of course, Charlotte Riddell (1832-

1906) and Bram Stoker (1847-1912). Along with names like Charles Maturin, 

Joseph Sheridan Le Fanu, and Lord Dunsany, Riddell and Stoker might be 

considered pillars of Irish fiction. It might even be said that Dracula (1897), 

for better or for worse, is a key text of world literature and beyond. After all, 

who would not recognise the Lugosi-inflected visage of Stoker’s infamous 

Count?  

John Edgar Browning has shown in A Critical Feast (2012) that Dracula 

was a hit from the start, when it first landed on booksellers’ shelves in late May 

of 1897. But Stoker’s magnum opus really took on a life of its own when it 

transitioned to other media. Dracula’s early rise in popular culture is most 

thoroughly traced in David J. Skal’s Hollywood Gothic: The Tangled Web of 

Dracula from Novel to Stage to Screen (1990).  
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The centrepiece of this issue is undoubtedly Althea Gyles’s “A Woman Without 

a Soul”, which, to my knowledge, has never before seen print. This story is 

mentioned often in the scant scholarship on Althea Gyles (1867-1949) that 

exists, with most critics curiously referring to the piece as an unpublished 

“novel” or sometimes “novella”. At just over seven thousand words, it is 

assuredly a short story—and an intriguing one at that. In his critical profile of 

Gyles in The Green Book 20, Simon Cooke calls the story a Faustian tale of 

necromancy and obsession; other scholars have likened “A Woman Without a 

Soul” to The Picture of Dorian Gray (1890) by Oscar Wilde, whom Gyles 

befriended in Paris after an introduction from publisher Leonard Smithers. 

Kristin Mahoney, in her excellent Literature and the Politics of Post-Victorian 

Decadence, goes so far as to write that the story “reads much like a revision of 

The Picture of Dorian Gray, a feminized retelling of one of Wilde’s most 

significant works”. Suffice to say, I’m pleased to be able to present this hitherto 

unpublished story—after patient and careful transcription by Jim Rockhill—to 

The Green Book’s readership.  
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As a whole, I like to think that The Green Book serves as a sort of portrait of 

Irish Gothic literature in its myriad guises, incomplete though it may be, but 

ever adding detail to the canvas. The opening triptych of portraits in this issue 

comes courtesy of the thunder-scarred poet James Clarence Mangan (1803-

1849), whose beckoning and forlorn visage also adorns this issue’s cover. Those 

of you who pay attention to such things, take note that 30 October will be the 

200th anniversary of Charles Maturin’s death (1782-1824). Mangan’s 

reminiscence of the author of Melmoth the Wanderer (1820) makes for a 

colourful portrayal; it strikes me now as I read it that this piece is the 

touchstone for how we now perceive Maturin, with all his eccentricities and 

swiftly underappreciated Gothic legacy. Maturin’s final resting place seems to 

be something of a mystery. 
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