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As a whole, I like to think that The Green Book serves as a sort of portrait of 

Irish Gothic literature in its myriad guises, incomplete though it may be, but 

ever adding detail to the canvas. The opening triptych of portraits in this issue 

comes courtesy of the thunder-scarred poet James Clarence Mangan (1803-

1849), whose beckoning and forlorn visage also adorns this issue’s cover. Those 

of you who pay attention to such things, take note that 30 October will be the 

200th anniversary of Charles Maturin’s death (1782-1824). Mangan’s 

reminiscence of the author of Melmoth the Wanderer (1820) makes for a 

colourful portrayal; it strikes me now as I read it that this piece is the 

touchstone for how we now perceive Maturin, with all his eccentricities and 

swiftly underappreciated Gothic legacy. Maturin’s final resting place seems to 

be something of a mystery. 
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TTTTHE HE HE HE GGGGREEN REEN REEN REEN BBBBOOKOOKOOKOOK    is aimed at a 

general readership and published 

twice-yearly. It features commentaries, 

articles, and reviews on Irish Gothic, 

Supernatural and Fantastic literature. 

Certainly favourites such as Bram 

Stoker, Dorothy Macardle, and John 

Connolly will come to mind, but 

hopefully The Green Book also will 

serve as a pathway to Ireland’s other 

notable fantasists, such as Fitz-James 

O’Brien, Lafcadio Hearn, William 

Allingham, Cheiro, Lord Dunsany, 

Elizabeth Bowen, C. S. Lewis, Mervyn 

Wall, Conor McPherson . . . and this 

list is by no means exhaustive. 

It should be noted that the word 

“Irish” in the journal’s title should be 

understood as inclusive rather than 

exclusive. The Green Book will also 

feature essays on Irish themes—even if 

by non-Irish authors. We hope that 

you will find something of interest 

here, for there is much to explore. 
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