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LYNDA E. RUCKER has written more
than fifty stories for various magazines

and anthologies. She contributed a
segment to The Ghost Train Doesn’t
Stop Here Anymore, an anthology of
horror plays produced on London’s
West End, won the Shirley Jackson
Award for Best Short Story in 2015,
and edited Uncertainties III for Swan
River Press. Her previous collections
include The Moon Will Look Strange
and You ll Know When You Get There.

NOW IT’S DARK
Lynda E. Rucker

“Have I not always loved terrible things?”
— The Seventh Wave

A student’s research into an obscure pulp writer takes on increasingly sinister
tones; three friends reunite to fight an evil they thought they’d escaped decades
carlier; a woman in a seemingly perfect marriage finds herself haunted by the
mysterious absences in her memories of their life together.

In her third collection, Lynda E. Rucker reminds us that mystery lurks even
in the most banal settings—a British holiday park, a Moldovan tower block, a
stretch of industrial wasteland—but as these ten stories remind us, there can
also remain a dreadful beauty amidst the horror.

CONTENTS

“Introduction” — Rob Shearman
“The Dying Season”
“The Séance”

“The Other Side”
“The Secret Woods”
“Knots”

“The Vestige”

“The Unknown Chambers”
“So Much Wine”

“An Element of Blank”
“The Seventh Wave”

REVIEWS
“Strongly recommended for lovers of atmospheric,
unusual, and slow-burn literary horror.”
— Rue Morgue
“[Rucker has] a combination of originality,

love of the genre, and playful energy that distinguishes
a fine writer from the merely competent.”

— Supernatural Tales

“In short, ‘quiet horror’ at its best.”

— Black Gate

“Stories not of overt horror

but of deep and abiding disquiet.”

— Interzone Digital
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