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occult detective John Silence
particular, two terrifying tales of
otherworldly encounters: “The Wil-
lows” and “The Wendigo”. The inten-
sity of Blackwood’s stories often arose
from personal experiences: his days
struggling to survive in the hell of
1890s New York, his travels down the
Danube, across the Caucasus, into the
depths of Egypt, or the remote
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Algernon Blackwood

“Every thing possible to be believ'd is an image of truth.” — Blake

“I am interested in the strange things of life, and people often tell me their
strange experiences, or—the other way round—I tell my own.”

The Lure of the Unknown is a collection of Algernon Blackwood’s essays,
talks, reviews and anecdotes exploring encounters with the strange and unusual
or, in Blackwood’s preferred word, the “odd”. They include his first actempts to
investigate alleged haunted houses, his association with such luminaries as
W. B. Yeats, “A.E.”, and Gurdjieff; his thoughts on telepathy, reincarnation,
elemental spirits, other dimensions, and his beliefs in what lies beyond our
normal perceptions. These writings reveal not only Blackwood’s diverse
experiences, but his depth of reading and analysis of the unexplained. Few of
these essays have been reprinted beyond their first publication or their broadcast
on radio and television. They provide another dimension to an understanding
of one of the great writers of the supernatural.

REVIEWS
“This is an essential book for any Blackwood fan.”

— Washington Post

“A beautifully designed edition . . .
a fascinating glimpse of Blackwood’s ideas.”

— Fortean Times

“An excellent collection of occasional writings
by one of the most gifted and charming authors
of supernatural fiction.”

— Supernatural Tales
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